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Principal Thoughts
At the beginning of each
school year we present a
theme to the student body.
This year’s theme is based
on a favourite Scripture
verse found in Proverbs.

How is a theme selected?
In June we asked our then
grade 7 class to reflect on what
they would like the theme to be and in small groups
they explored what was important to them. Many
great suggestions were presented, resulting in a focus on “Trust in God.”
How do you keep the theme alive during the year?
We look for ways to highlight different aspects of the
theme each month in our classes and at chapels.
Our grade 8 class was part of the planning and in
December they will connect our “Trust in God” to
Christmas; more specifically, how Mary and Joseph
trusted God as they made their way to Bethlehem –
and following Jesus’ birth, to Egypt.
A bulletin board at the school’s front entrance greets
visitors with the message and the staff talk about it
during their weekly staff devotions.
Why do you have a theme?
We seek to develop the faith and Christian character of our students. Promoting a theme supplements
what is already being taught in our Bible program
and other curriculum. Communicating a theme also
unifies our students and community as we share
conversations about putting our trust in God.
Ian Timmerman, Principal
LHCS Vision: Educating and inspiring children to become all the at God created them to be.
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Beyond the Classroom
What does the future of LHCS look like and how
can we best plan for it? Like many other organizations, the Board, parents and staff work through a
process called strategic planning. Currently, there
are five areas that the Board is actively pursuing,
and a full report of these strategic initiatives is
available upon request.
CAMPUS DEVELOPMENT: It has been almost a
decade since the last major expansion at LHCS,
and since then our student population has grown
at an even faster rate than anticipated. We have
already started to reach the capacity of our current
facilities and many elements of the LHCS campus
need repair or renovation. The Board recognizes
the need to develop a long-term master plan for
the LHCS campus that provides a timeline for any
expansions, renovations, or maintenance in the
next 10 years.
FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY: In 2015, the Ontario Alliance of Christian Schools released a report entitled “Developing a Sustainable Financial
Plan”, which outlined some of the financial challenges facing Christian schools today. An ad-hoc
committee was established at the time to evaluate whether the claims in this document held true
for LHCS, and if so, how the recommendations
made might be implemented in our context. This
committee presented an extensive report to the
Board in early 2017.

continued on page 2...

We reached our
highest
enrolment in ou
r
school’s history:
365 students, 18
9 families

...Beyond the Classroom cont’d

CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL: There is
a significant amount of interest within
the LHCS community in establishing
an on-premise preschool at LHCS. We
have begun to engage in research activities to evaluate the feasibility of such
a venture.
VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENT: Since
LHCS is a private, parent-run institution, volunteers are a vital element in
keeping the school running smoothly.
We have been working over the past
year to determine how we might better
communicate the need for parental involvement and recruit volunteers. Parental participation is critical to the continued health of LHCS.
GIFTS PROGRAM REVIEW: For many
years now, the GIFTS (Get Involved for
The Students) program has been in
place to ensure that volunteer needs at
LHCS are being met. Each family at the
school is asked to fulfill a certain quota
of volunteer hours, and the intent of this
system is to connect parents with opportunities at LHCS. Many key volunteer opportunities at LHCS have been
unfilled in recent years. This concern,
along with feedback from the LHCS
community, has prompted the Board to
begin a review of the GIFTS program
to ensure that it continues to meet our
needs and communicate our priorities
effectively.
If you have any questions, or are interested in becoming involved in any of
these initiatives, please feel free to contact me (board.chair@lhcs.net). The
Board is encouraged by the progress
that has been made in these pursuits
thus far, and we ask for your prayers
and support as we continue with this
important work!
Dan Luymes
President, KWCSS Board of Directors

Winter 2018
Page 2

If You Build It, They Will Play...
At the end of last school year, we went on our annual Grade 7 trip
to Fair Glen. One of our favourite activities was to play a game
called Gaga Ball. When we returned this September, we decided
we wanted to build our own pit in the schoolyard. Our teachers
granted us permission to build it, but the work was ours. We had
to conduct the research on the size of the Gaga Ball pit and costs,
make decisions on where to purchase the materials and actually
build the pit. This was our Grade 8 project.
A Grade 8 parent and an expert in construction, Mr. Capes, freed
up a day from his busy schedule to lead us through the construction. One of our homeroom teachers purchased wood, screws
and brackets. A schedule was created and everyone had a job
to do. Mr. Zondag, our math teacher,helped us calculated the
amount of sand we would need to fill the pit. The Gaga Ball pit is
now finished and is used frequently at recess.
The Grade 8 class hopes that it will be enjoyed by all students for
years to come.
By Calia K. and Lydia W.

Fall Sports

A special thank you to our teachers and coaches for offering extracurricular sports activities.

Where are they now?
Kristin Stroobosscher

I graduated from LHCS in
2005. Thinking back on my school days, I appreciated the opportunities for me to get involved. One of my favourite memories is
trying out for the school hockey team. I was NOT a good player.
In grade 8 I was part of the team and one of our goals was to
have me score by the end of the tournament. I never did but I
really enjoyed being with the coaches and teammates.
The extracurricular activities allowed me to develop as a person
and a leader. I was on Student Council and involved in the Math
Club. I played on all the sports teams. I am very thankful for my
experiences at the school and how it helped me grow in my faith.

Kristin currently lives in Waterloo, ON with her husband Adam and her cat Joey. She is a Project Coordinator for
Karos Health, a company that develops and deploys healthcare imaging software all over the world. Kristin and
Adam are currently looking for a church to call home. Kristin came back to the school to coach the girls’ volleyball
team from 2009-2013, and then again in 2017. Many past and current students have benefitted from her encouragement and enthusiasm for sports. Thank you, Kristin for giving back to the school!

Newsworthy
Congratulations to Mr. Randy Zondag for 15 years of teaching our students.
We appreciate your commitment to our community.
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Important Dates
Monday, December 17 - 1:30 pm
Tuesday, December 18 - 7:00 pm
Christmas Program - JK to Grade 4 Students
Tuesday, January 29 - 7:00 pm
Kindergarten Information for NEW JK or SK Families
Wednesday, April 17
Celebration of Learning
Friday, May 10
Grandparents’ Day at LHCS

A Christmas Wish

Estate Planning101

On behalf of the staff
and board of LHCS, we
wish you a wonderful
Christmas with family
and friends.
Artwork by Mackenzie, SK

All age groups can benefit from an Estate Plan.
Without a sound plan, government and the courts may have a say,
but with a current plan it’s YOUR way!

Live Generously

Laurentian Hills Christian School and the Christian School
Foundation invite you to an Estate Planning Seminar on April 10th
at 7pm to help you address questions about Estate Planning.

We are grateful for the generous response to our
Fall Fund Drive. We are over 60% of our target
goal of $50,000. All donations received before
December 31st will qualify for a 2018 tax receipt.
If interested, please consider giving online by
visiting christianschoolfoundation.ca/school/laurentian-hills-christian-school

RSVP to mjgrift@lhcs.net

lhcs.net

519-576-6700

inquiries@lhcs.net

Mon-Fri: 7:45am - 4:15pm

11 Laurentian Dr. Kitchener, ON. N2E 1C1

