
Engag ing  our  Community
TheLink

Principal Thoughts

Beyond the Classroom
A key goal at our school is to al-
ways look for ways to grow and 
improve. Education is a field 
where we are always exploring 
new and better ways to help 
our students learn and our 
teaching team continues to en-
gage in professional growth.

The LHCS teaching staff is 
engaged in a number of activ-
ities during our PD (Professional Development) 
days. These areas include: spiritual growth, re-
search and review in teaching strategies (fine 
tuning our curriculum) and collaborative team 
building activities.  

One important area our staff has been working on 
is inquiry-based learning and a key resource we 
have been using to lead our discussion is “Lead-
ers of Their Own Learning” by Ron Berger.

The overarching goal of this approach is to en-
gage our students in their own learning. Students 
who have a sense of responsibility and owner-
ship of their learning are more engaged in the 
classroom, resulting in the development of per-
sonal skills and stronger independent thinking 
and planning skills. 

Each year LHCS teachers do significantly more 
PD hours than is required by their contracts, al-
most 2.5 times as much! We are blessed to have 
a staff that wants to learn and grow just as they 
help our students to learn and grow!

Ian Timmerman, Principal

LHCS Vision: Educating and inspiring children to 
become all the at God created them to be.

National Volunteer Week (NVW) in Canada took 
place in mid-April this year (April 15-21). It was an 
opportunity for churches, not-for-profits and orga-
nizations to celebrate Canada’s 12.7 million vol-
unteers. According to a NVW campaign spokes-
person, “Volunteering is often seen as a selfless 
act; a person gives their time, skills, experience, 
and passion to help others, without expecting 
anything in return” (volunteer.ca). 

At LHCS, while there is an expectation for parents 
to volunteer their time and resources for the good 
of the school (and, to help keep our tuition fees at 
a reasonable amount), many parents and friends 
of the school will tell you that “you get more than 
you give.” Volunteering creates “social and eco-
nomic value for all” (volunteer.ca). It also grants 
us the opportunities to develop new skills and find 
deep and meaningful personal connections with 
those who serve alongside of us. 

Before the end of another school year, we pause 
to extend a special thank you to all the volunteers 
in our community. We applaud your willingness 
to contribute some of your valuable time to our 
school; it shows your commitment to the well-be-
ing of your child and all of our students.
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The purchase price of the school property in 1967 was $40,000.



We thank God for you – and we are grateful to 
enjoy a warm, caring community that fosters the 
highest standards of academic, social, spiritual 
and emotional growth. The efforts of volunteers 
like you are a vital part of the LHCS community. 

THANK YOU!

Rick Tozer, editor of The Link

Did you know that you don’t have to be a 
parent to volunteer at the school? We’d love 
to welcome grandparents, past parents and 
alumni back to the school. Contact the school 
for more information. 

On Wednesday May 2, the staff and students hosted 
the annual Celebration of Learning and invited family 
and friends to come visit their classrooms. Students 
were encouraged to present their learnings and 
guests interacted by asking great questions about 
the projects.

The classrooms and hallways displayed the excellent 
work and creations by every student – from junior kin-
dergarten to Grade 8.

Families, students and friends gathered in the gym 
for musical presentations from the senior choir and 
bands and to listen to persuasive speeches from 
three senior students. 

The Perfect Find Thrift Store celebrated its one year 
anniversary on Saturday April 7th, 2018.  

Staff and volunteers hosted an amazing party by 
offering its patrons FREE cake, hotdogs, Tim Hortons 
coffee and Timbits. There was amazing live music 
from a local blue grass band (The Stiff Family -www.
stiffbluegrass.com) and free face painting.
                  
Why all the fuss? Store manager, Jodi VanNoord 
replies: “We wanted to thank our committed 
customers and extend a warm welcome to new 
ones.” Celebrations bring people together and The 
Perfect Find staff and board are grateful to the many 
volunteers that worked very hard to make this day 
(and year!) a success.  

Store hours are posted on our website:
www.theperfectfind.ca

After teaching at the school for the last 18 years, Tini Oosterhof will be 
leaving to spend more time with her family. Tini led our Student Support 
Services for many years. We are grateful for Tini’s commitment to our school.

Julie Horne taught for the past 11 years and her love for her students and 
passion for teaching will be deeply missed by all. All the best Julie!

Celebration of Learning

The Perfect Find

Bidding Farewell
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Where are they now?
Emily Shields I graduated from Laurentian Hills 
Christian School in 2001. When I first arrived at the school 
in grade six, I missed my life and friends in Toronto im-
mensely, but my class was very welcoming.There were 14 
boys and only 6 girls, and so we spent most of our free time 
playing sports together. LHCS definitely helped me develop 
my sports skills!

Since my time at the school, God has increasingly been 
fostering an awareness and passion in my heart for social 
justice, and looking back, I appreciate the role I know that 
LHCS played in my spiritual journey.  Although it’s difficult 
to put into words or fully understand, the school definitely 
had a positive impact on my life and I am thankful for it.

Emily Shields lives in Kitchener, ON and attends Benton Street Baptist Church. She has served alongside 
short-term mission teams in Ecuador, Costa Rica and Bolivia. After studying theology in Australia, she in-
terned with The Navigators of Canada, reaching out to Chinese PhD scholars in Waterloo, ON.She currently 
works at Ten Thousand Villages and also co-directs a week of summer camp for 17-21 year olds at Beacon 
Bible Camp. You can check out her line of upcycled fashion alternatives on her Etsy shop ‘juneandjethro’.



lhcs.net 519-576-6700

inquiries@lhcs.net Mon-Fri: 7:45am - 4:15pm

11 Laurentian Dr. Kitchener, ON. N2E 1C1

Thursday, June 21st

Grade 8 Graduation at 8:00 PM
(Community CRC, Bleams Rd., Kitchener)

Friday, June 22nd

Last Day of School

Monday, August 20th 
School Office Re-opens

Tuesday, September 4th 
First Day of School

Important Dates

A Summer Blessing

Golf
Tournament 
Saturday, September 15

We are looking 
to develop a 
working group for 
the production of 
the semi-annual 
school newsletter. 
Interested? Have 
some ideas? 
Email Rick Tozer at 
rftozer@gmail.com 

May you walk with God this summer in whatever 
you do and wherever you go. May you talk to 
God over these months - every day and in 
every situation. May you be generous helping 
others enjoy the blessings of summertime.

Live Generously

2017-2018 Revenue 2017-2018 Expenses

Tuition & Fees 81%
Donations 5%
Fundraising 6%
Student Income 2%
Other 6%

Staffing 68%
Facilities 10%
Student Expenses 5%
Mortgage Principal & Interest 3%
Other 14%

We are grateful for your continued support of the school!


