
In preparation for the Celebration of Learning & 
Open House at LHCS, the Grade 5 class, along 
with their teacher, Shirley Huinink made plans to 
create a real museum about the Underground 
Railroad for their special guests. The students 
talked about what it would take to convert their 
classroom and make it look like a “real” museum. 
What types of exhibits would engage their 
audience? 
Mrs. Huinink asked her class: “When people walk 
into our museum, what will they see?” The students 
shared ideas and talked about the room layout. A 
sense of excitement grew as they visualized this 
gigantic, thrilling project. 
 
To help with the planning, the class visited a local 
museum and the first amazing thing the students 
notice at the Waterloo Region Museum: “it has a 
driving question, just like our museum will!” Mrs. 
Huinink reported that, “each exhibit sought to 
answer questions that told the story of the 
settlement and development of our city, in a 
chronological order. We liked that.” The students 
were surprised to see on exhibit a cotton basket 
from the days of the Underground Railroad.

Every student believed the learning trip to the local 
museum was a huge success and helped them 
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Fifty Years - what a milestone in the life of 
Laurentian Hills Christian School!  Much has 
changed over the last five decades. As the city has 
developed and grown around our school, our 
school has also grown with five additions during our 
existence at 11 Laurentian Drive – all of this in order 
to accommodate more students. The original staff 
of three has grown to a dedicated staff of over 40!

We are 
blessed!  

One thing 
that has not 
changed is 
our 
purpose. 
Although it has 
been 
articulated in 
different ways over the years, our vision of 
educating and inspiring children to become all 
that God created them to be is the heart of LHCS 
and will continue to be our focus.
 
We do not know exactly what LHCS will look like in 
2067, but we can trust in the faithfulness of our 
Lord as we move forward as a community.
~ Ian Timmerman, Principal

A Jubilee of God’s Faithfulness A Learning Experience to Remember

Laurentian Drive - circa 1968 

 9 SMART Boards have replaced the 

traditional blackboards in our school

Do you have any ideas of what 
education will look like
50 years from now?

Share them with us at: 
Inquiries@lhcs.net 

    
(...continuation from page 1)
plan their own classroom museum. The Waterloo 
Region Museum staff was more than 
accommodating, gladly answering the students’ 
questions following a tour and a curator talk in the 
auditorium. 
“A good museum,” Dave Neufeld (Education 
Coordinator) shared with the students, “must tell a 
story. If you can get people interested in the story 
in your exhibit, they will learn from your project 
and enjoy it.”  
This goal was realized during the Celebration of 
Learning at LHCS on Wednesday April 26, 2017 
as the grade five students told their stories of the 
Underground Railroad.
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Where Are They Now?

Left to Right:  Rick Hoekstra, Annette 
Pypers, Grace V., Sally Veenstra, Joanne 
Lammers, Mr. Bill Van Dyke (Principal)

This was the first class to graduate from 
the Laurentian school location.

Rick Hoekstra - Kitchener, ON
Environmental Engineer at GHD Limited
Favourite subject: Math
A fond memory of LHCS: Gymnastics (tumbling) in the hallway
Current connections to LHCS: All 3 children are LHCS graduates.

Bill Van Dyke (Principal) - Nepean, ON
Retired from teaching in 2006.
Now dabbling in photography, family 
genealogy and volunteering as a driver for 
the Canadian Cancer Society.
Favourite subject: Bible, Literature, 
Social Studies, Phys. Ed and coaching
A fond memory of LHCS: Not sure it 
would properly be classified as 'fond' but 
a curious memory instantly popped to 
mind. I had noticed that the more 
adventurous students in the senior grades 
seemed inordinately eager to get out on 
the playground, such as it was, at lunch 
time. Paying somewhat closer attention 
the following day, I saw them disappear in 
the long grass at the back of the yet 
unfinished lot. There I discovered a 
manhole cover for the sewer was off and 
these intrepid souls followed the sewer all 
the way to Ottawa Street and got their 
jollies by listening to the traffic passing by 
overhead.

A fond memory was the week long field 
trip travelling around Lake Huron and 
sleeping in tent trailers with stops in 
Detroit, Sault Ste. Marie and Sudbury. 

Joanne Lammers Rip (Lammers) - Westminster, Colorado 
Department Manager for Jax Mercantile 
Favourite subject: Art
A fond memory of LHCS: The friendships with classmates – many 
of those connections still exist today!
Current connections to LHCS: I lived too far away to send my kids 

to LHCS, but my nieces have attended and Alisha (6) is currently a 
student at the school.

Sally Roorda (Veenstra) - Kitchener, ON
Office Manager for Drywall Construction Company

Favourite subject: Math
A fond memory of LHCS: Grade 8 French in preparation for high 
school and Home Economics in Mrs. Herfst’s kitchen
Current connections to LHCS: All 4 children are LHCS graduates. 

We now enjoy Grandparents’ Day at the school visiting John (5), 
Gideon (3/4) and Roland (SKD). 

Annette Schiedel (Pypers) - Bright, ON
Wife, mother, grandmother and homemaker.

Favourite subject: Physical Education 
A fond memory of LHCS: Hiking in the bush behind the school 
during recess and skipping on the road in front of the school 
because it was a dead end back then. 

Current connections to LHCS: All 4 children are LHCS 
graduates, and perhaps one day our grandchildren will go there too.

 

Graduating Class 1972
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= 10 staff

= 100 graduates 
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School Building

 additions put
 onto school
building

Alumni Families

1974

1975

1982
1983

Metric system introduced

Westmount Road is now open to through 
traffic. Crossing guard needed.

Enrolment reached 100 students

First kindergarten class

Computers connected to the Internet

Secretarial time increased to 100%

 1 station wagon buses
TO

Over 50 years 2017 ABC

Expanding Opportunities Through Learning and Faith



Have you ever wondered things like…

    How old is our gym?
    What was the first computer that LHCS 
bought? 

Find out the answers to questions like these and 
more in a new ‘50th Anniversary Celebration’ 
booklet. Compiled to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of Laurentian Hills Christian School, 
this booklet contains highlights of past board 
meetings, historical photographs and other 
memorabilia.

A printed booklet will be given to all those 
attending the 50th Anniversary Dinner and Gala, 
and can be previewed and requested at the 
Open House Celebration.  

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of 
the booklet when it is available, please contact 
Mary-Joyce Grift, Office Administrator at 
519-576-6700 or mjgrift@lhcs.net

Capturing 50 Years of Memories The Future Of LHCS Looks Bright! 
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700 Strasburg Rd
Kitchener, Ontario

Call (519) 208-8488

About The Perfect Find Thrift Store: 
The Perfect Find Thrift Store is a not-for-profit retail business 
with all items being 100% donated through our local 
community. 

The Perfect Find Thrift Store will support Christian education 
locally  and globally. Our local school, Laurentian Hills Christian 
School, will be a beneficiary of such support. It is our mission to 
see Christian education thrive and grow every where!

Grand Opening: 

Store hours:
The store is open 10:00 am - 5:00 pm on these days: 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday.

Thursday 10:00 am - 8:00 pm. Closed on Sunday.

www.theperfectfind.ca

@theperfectfindthriftstore

On Tuesday April 18th, twenty-two people gathered 
at the school for a strategic planning session. The 
group shared their ideas and dreams for the school 
by answering questions like:

The input from this evening will be used by the 
Board to draft a plan for the next 5 years. The 
Board intends to provide an update on the 
strategic process at the June membership meeting. 
The future looks bright as we continue to work 
together towards our vision of "educating and 
inspiring children to become all that God created 
them to be."

What programs should we consider adding (or 
dropping)? 
Are there areas we can strengthen student 
development and growth?
What about our organization and structure? Are 
there things we need to change or develop?
And, when we think about our facilities, do you 
think we are well equipped to serve our growing 
community for the next 5 to 10 years?

Congratulations on the Grand Opening of The Perfect Find 
Thrift Store! The official grand opening took place on Saturday 
May 6, 2017 with Mayor Berry Vrbanovic offering his words of 
encouragement to the Thrift Store Board and staff. 



In preparation for the Celebration of Learning & 
Open House at LHCS, the Grade 5 class, along 
with their teacher, Shirley Huinink made plans to 
create a real museum about the Underground 
Railroad for their special guests. The students 
talked about what it would take to convert their 
classroom and make it look like a “real” museum. 
What types of exhibits would engage their 
audience? 
Mrs. Huinink asked her class: “When people walk 
into our museum, what will they see?” The students 
shared ideas and talked about the room layout. A 
sense of excitement grew as they visualized this 
gigantic, thrilling project. 
 
To help with the planning, the class visited a local 
museum and the first amazing thing the students 
notice at the Waterloo Region Museum: “it has a 
driving question, just like our museum will!” Mrs. 
Huinink reported that, “each exhibit sought to 
answer questions that told the story of the 
settlement and development of our city, in a 
chronological order. We liked that.” The students 
were surprised to see on exhibit a cotton basket 
from the days of the Underground Railroad.

Every student believed the learning trip to the local 
museum was a huge success and helped them 
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God’s faithfulness for 
50 years

You are invited to join us on Saturday, May 27, 2017
 for the following celebrations: 

All events and activities will take place at Laurentian Hills Christian School, 11 Laurentian Drive, Kitchener. 

“For the Lord is good and His love endures forever, 
His faithfulness to all generations.” Psalm 100:5

Open House & Tours
1:30-3:30 PM

Celebration of Thanksgiving
 with Praise & Worship

3:30 to 4:00 pm

Celebration Gala and Dinner
5:30 pm – Refreshments

6:00 pm – Dinner and Gala
(Tickets Sold Out)

We are looking forward to celebrating

at Laurentian Hills Christian School. 

    
(...continuation from page 1)
plan their own classroom museum. The Waterloo 
Region Museum staff was more than 
accommodating, gladly answering the students’ 
questions following a tour and a curator talk in the 
auditorium. 
“A good museum,” Dave Neufeld (Education 
Coordinator) shared with the students, “must tell a 
story. If you can get people interested in the story 
in your exhibit, they will learn from your project 
and enjoy it.”  
This goal was realized during the Celebration of 
Learning at LHCS on Wednesday April 26, 2017 
as the grade five students told their stories of the 
Underground Railroad.

Celebrating God’s Faithfulness! 

Last fall, the staff and 
students, with the help of our 
senior friends and volunteers, 
planted 200 tulip bulbs and 
200 daffodil bulbs at the back 
of our school yard.

The flowers have arrived 
just in time for our 
celebrations! 

Financial Snapshot 



In preparation for the Celebration of Learning & 
Open House at LHCS, the Grade 5 class, along 
with their teacher, Shirley Huinink made plans to 
create a real museum about the Underground 
Railroad for their special guests. The students 
talked about what it would take to convert their 
classroom and make it look like a “real” museum. 
What types of exhibits would engage their 
audience? 
Mrs. Huinink asked her class: “When people walk 
into our museum, what will they see?” The students 
shared ideas and talked about the room layout. A 
sense of excitement grew as they visualized this 
gigantic, thrilling project. 
 
To help with the planning, the class visited a local 
museum and the first amazing thing the students 
notice at the Waterloo Region Museum: “it has a 
driving question, just like our museum will!” Mrs. 
Huinink reported that, “each exhibit sought to 
answer questions that told the story of the 
settlement and development of our city, in a 
chronological order. We liked that.” The students 
were surprised to see on exhibit a cotton basket 
from the days of the Underground Railroad.

Every student believed the learning trip to the local 
museum was a huge success and helped them 
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11 Laurentian Drive Kitchener, ON  N2E 1C1         Mon-Fri: 7:45am – 4:15pm

www.lhcs.net         inquiries@lhcs.net         519.576.6700         519.576.2583
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plan their own classroom museum. The Waterloo 
Region Museum staff was more than 
accommodating, gladly answering the students’ 
questions following a tour and a curator talk in the 
auditorium. 
“A good museum,” Dave Neufeld (Education 
Coordinator) shared with the students, “must tell a 
story. If you can get people interested in the story 
in your exhibit, they will learn from your project 
and enjoy it.”  
This goal was realized during the Celebration of 
Learning at LHCS on Wednesday April 26, 2017 
as the grade five students told their stories of the 
Underground Railroad.

LIVE GENEROUSLYLIVE GENEROUSLY

Important Dates

Financial Snapshot Terry Fox Run

Every September our students and staff participate 
in the Terry Fox Run. It is the annual charity event 
that takes place around the world in commemoration 
of Canadian cancer activist Terry Fox and his 
Marathon of Hope. The Terry Fox Run raises money 
for cancer research.

We celebrate the commitment and generosity of the 
LHCS Community to this great cause and pray for 
members of our school family that are encountering 
their own challenges with cancer at this time.

 
2007 $1771.95  2008 $1133.00
2009 $385.00  2010 $2722.25
2011 $1048.00  2012 $1896.50
2013 $2938.00  2014 $3889.00
2015 $4359.30  2016 $5036.05

GRAND TOTAL over
 a 10 YEAR PERIOD: 

$25,179.05

Thursday, June 22nd
Grade 8 Graduation 
8:00 pm
Community CRC (1275 
Bleams Rd, Kitchener)

2016-2017 Revenue 

Tuition & Fees | 81%

Dona�ons | 5.5%

Fundraising | 5%

Student Income | 2%

Other | 6.5%

2016-2017 Expenses 

Staffing | 61.3%

Facili�es | 10.2%

Student Expenses | 5.4%

Mortgage Principal &
Interest | 8.5%

Other | 14.5%

Tuesday, September 5th
First Day of School for 
2017-2018

Friday, June 23rd 
Last Day of School for 
2016-2017

We are grateful for your continued support of the school.


