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Principal Thoughts
Tracking Student Learning

Beyond the Class
Encouraging Our Athletes

For the past 3 years, LHCS has used the MAP 
(Measurements of Academic Progress) standardized 
test in grades 3 to 8. Testing every Fall and Spring, 
MAP helps teachers track student growth, as well as 
providing teachers with insight into what students 
know and what they are ready to learn next in 
mathematics, reading and language usage.

MAP is unique in that the test adjusts to the student’s 
performance, individualizing the questions based on 
the student’s responses. Rather than a static set of test 
questions that each child responds to, the questions 
change depending on the student’s response.

LHCS uses the MAP test results in a 
variety of ways. 

Curriculum: The results provide a 
snapshot of student performance, 
helping to evaluate programs and 
improve instruction at LHCS. We are 
able to track the results over time, 
revealing trends which can help 
inform curricular decisions.

Class Trends: They also help to 
identify areas of strength and 
concern for a grade or class. This 
assists the teacher in determining areas of need when 
planning instruction in their classroom.   ... p.2   

“The way we move our bodies in physical activity, 
sports and games can bring glory to the Creator who 
made our complex beings… and they (children) also 
can be taught that the joy of movement, whether 
splashing in puddles, delivering a hard serve, or racing 

across a finish line, is a gift from God.”

- John Byl, Prof. of Ed., Redeemer University College & Bettie 
Kloet, Personal Health and Fitness Trainer.

Sports are more than just a way to encourage physical 
activity in our students; sports connect to our goal to 
teach the whole child at LHCS. Sports teams provide 
unique opportunities for our students to develop 

specific physical skills related to a 
sport, but even more important to 
develop traits such as teamwork, 
perseverance and commitment. All of 
these are ways in which we can praise 
our Creator.

Sports are one of the extra-curricular 
activities we offer to our students 

at LHCS. Some sports are a 
combination of individual 
and team based, such as cross 
country, while most are team 
based such as soccer or volleyball. 

Our students compete with 7 other 
Christian schools in the Guelph District.   ... p.2
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We have 73 new students and 40 new 
families this year.

Total student population: 354 
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We would love to hear from 
you! Connect with us and 
send us an email today! 
Email: mjgrift@lhcs.net

DO YOU KNOW THE WHEREABOUTS OF 
SOME ALUMNI?

Are you a past student of LHCS?

The level of interest in our sports team is typically 
very high, and as a result tryouts are held.  We also 
offer intramurals for grades 3-8 at lunch time in which 
any student who is interested may play. Students 
take charge of organizing and officiating intramural 
sports.

Sport teams help us to achieve our vision of educating 
and inspiring children to become all that God created 
them to be.

Ian Timmerman, Principal.

Tracking student learning (Continued)

Individual Growth: The MAP results also identify 
individual growth over time, allowing teachers to track 
growth through the school year and over multiple 
years. It measures what students know and what 
they’re ready to learn next, helping teachers to make 
instructional decisions for students.

The MAP test is one way that our teachers measure 
student learning.

Lisa Eelkema, Vice Principal.
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          Four Generations Celebrate 50th Anniversary

A special moment happened at the 50th anniversary 
celebrations – four generations of one family associated 
with the school participated to celebrate its big 
anniversary.  Together, Leo Veenstra, Sally Roorda, Cheryl 
Jonker and Gideon Jonker presented a generational 
blessing to the school at the Gala Dinner.
  

Cheryl Jonker explains, ‘My grandparents began 
sending their children to LHCS when the school opened 
its doors in 1969, and the involvement has continued 
over four generations. In fact, it is difficult to imagine 
our family narrative without the school being a part of 
it.  We have been so blessed by LHCS and it was a great 
honour and privilege for us to present the blessing to 
the school.” 

Here is an excerpt from the blessing given at the 
Anniversary Gala in May 2017:   ‘As we celebrate 50 years 
and look forward to the future, may you (LHCS) continue 
to bear witness to the faithfulness of our LORD.  May the 
LORD continue to bless you richly and abundantly as 
you persevere in shining His hope, truth and love into 
the lives of generations to come. May it be all for His 
glory.  Amen.”

Where are they now?

A special thank you to The    
Perfect Find Thrift Store for the 

donation of $10,000 to LHCS. The 
mission of the store is to raise 
funds for Christian education, 

both locally and globally through 
the sale of thrift donations. Dan 

Luymes, chair of the school’s 
board, recently accepted the 
donation from Derrick Grift, 

chair of thrift store board of directors and store 
manager, Jodi VanNoord.

Congratulations 
to six of our staff 
members who 
have reached a 
combined 100 
years of service 
at LHCS. From 
left to right: Alice 
Ann Tangelder, 
Shirley Huinink, 
Terri-Lyn Mantel, 
Maria Flikkema, 
Krista Herfst and Jennifer Kooy. Thank you for 
your commitment to our students.

Newsworthy

Leo Veenstra (former parent)
Sally Roorda (class of ‘72 and former parent)            

Cheryl (Roorda) Jonker (class of ‘92 and current parent)
Gideon Jonker (Grade 4 student, class of 2022) 

Students, parents and staff continue to support the 
local food bank with donations each year. Over the  
past five years, our school community has collected 
156 boxes of food. Thank you for supporting this 
worthy cause.

Food Bank Collection
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Special DatesLive Generously

Christmas Celebrations at LHCS

   Matinee Program - Monday, December 18th @ 1:30 PM
   Evening Program - Tuesday, December 19th @ 7:00 PM

Holidays

       
    Christmas Vacation - Monday, December 25th to and   
    including Friday, January 5th.
   
    March Break - Friday, March 9th to and including 
    Friday, March 14th.
    

4

We wish you and yours a wonderful 
Christmas with family and friends.

ON BEHALF OF THE STAFF
 AND BOARD OF LHCS, 

ON BEHALF OF THE STAFF
 AND BOARD OF LHCS, 

Christmas Greeting

Mortgage Shapshot

We are grateful for your ongoing support to reduce our 
mortgage. This report offers a snapshot of our progress. 
Thanks be to God.  

In June 2010 there was a two story addition to the school 
building. In November 2015, we purchased the home 
adjacent to the school (15 Laurentian).

Add a Classroom

We are pleased to report that $17860 was donated by 
parents and supporters of the school - with a few dollars 
being added from a reserve fund. These funds enabled 
us to complete a classroom on the second floor over the 
summer months. Thank you!
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I graduated from LHCS in 
1988. My favourite memories 
of grade school include track 
and field, the class trip to 
Ottawa and turning the 
soccer field into an ice rink in 
the winter. 

It was great getting out of 
classes to go flood the rink!

Thinking back on those years 
now, almost 30 years later, I 

remember more the character shaping that happened 
than the actual academics, although I am sure they were 
good too.  

I am very thankful for the impact that the teachers had 
on my life. Ironically, my grade 7 & 8 teacher and 
principal, Mr. Janssen, now lives just down the street 
from me and we've had some good chats over the 
years.

Brian Enter lives in St. George, ON with his wife Holly and their five children. 
Brian is currently working as a civil engineer for IBI Group. As a family, they 
attend Redeeming Grace Reformed Church in Brantford. To appreciate his love 
of wildlife, check out his blog at http://his-handiwork.blogspot.ca/

Where Are They Now?
Brian Enter

Important Dates

Christmas Program  
Performances at LHCS

Monday December 19th @ 1:15 PM
Tuesday December 20th @ 7:00 PM

We are looking forward to seeing our Kindergarten to 
Grade 4 students present the Christmas message.

LHCS 50th Anniversary

Friday, May 26th & Saturday, May 27th

If you would like to receive our anniversary 
communications, please contact our Office 
Administrator, Mrs. Mary-Joyce Grift at
mjgrift@lhcs.net. 

We are thankful for God’s continued blessings as we 
celebrate this special anniversary.

- 4 -

We wish you and yours a wonderful 
Christmas with family and friends.

ON BEHALF OF THE STAFF
 AND BOARD OF LHCS, 

ON BEHALF OF THE STAFF
 AND BOARD OF LHCS, 
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Principal Thoughts
Expanding Leadership Opportunities

Beyond the Class
Encouraging Fellow Canadians

We are always looking for ways to help our 
students grow as leaders and to be engaged 
contributors in our community. We asked our 
Grades 7 and 8 students to sign up and take on at 
least one leadership task for the school year. Some 
of our opportunities have been in place for years, 
such as a student praise team and the students’ 
council. These tasks help students contribute to the 
school.

We added a new initiative in September and called 
it the A-team, which stands for our Activity Team. 
Students are coordinating intramurals for students 
in Grades 5-8. The activities 
include playing indoor soccer and 
outdoor flag football.  

Other leadership opportunities 
include: helping in a primary 
classroom during the lunch hour 
and welcoming guest speakers 
and visitors when they arrive at the 
school.

We are grateful for the opportunity 
as educators to develop important 
skills in our students’ lives and to 
see them flourish as leaders.
 
~ Harriette Mostert, Vice-Principal

At the beginning of the school year, my Grade 6A 
wrote friendly and encouraging letters as part of 
their writing lessons to the Canadian Paralympic 
athletes in Rio, Brazil.

Each student was asked to select a Paralympian 
from the athletes’ website after reading their 
personal profiles to learn as much about the athlete 
before writing a short letter of introduction and 
encouragement.

The education coordinator with the Canadian 
Paralympic organization, Jennifer Bruce, took all the 

letters received from our students 
and posted them on the bulletin 
board in the Canadian Athletic 
Pavilion. 

The students were delighted to 
receive photos from the athletes 
holding their letters.

This story was submitted by Alice 
Ann Tangelder, one of our grade 6 
teachers. We are pleased to see 
our students reach out with the 
love of God and encourage others.

Janet McLachlan, 39, wheelchair basketball player 
from Giessen, BC.
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Our 336 students attend 
54 different churches 

in the community.
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