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AMAZING GRACE!
By Ian Timmerman, LHCS Principal
ur theme for the 2014-2015 school year
is “Amazing Grace”. What a privilege we
have each day at LHCS to learn about God’s
grace through His son Jesus Christ; to
experience His grace and to reflect His grace
to each other.
8 For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by
works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we
are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared
in advance for us to do.
Ephesians 2:8-10
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Our tagline Expanding Opportunities in
Learning and Faith reflects our goal to
offer a comprehensive program that helps
our students develop their gifts and
talents whether its athletics or the arts,
math, sciences or language, and more.
LHCS students are engaged in learning,
contributing to their communities and
flourishing in their faith and life.

An exciting promise is also contained in verse
10; God has a plan for each of us as part of
His kingdom! What a privilege it is as a
school to partner with parents as we equip
our children to be responsive disciples of
Christ.
God’s gift of grace calls us to respond and
reflect that grace to others as well. We strive
to do that in many ways at our school:
through our regular interactions with each
other, through our Restorative Discipline
practices, and through special projects like
our Food Drive for the Food Bank (32 boxes
of food, way to go LHCS!).
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Our new logo and tagline was introduced
at our Spring Membership meeting and
since then you’ve seen it popping up on
most of the communications coming from
the school along with an updated face on
the sign in front of the school.

This year we have been blessed with strong
enrollment with 39 new families and 64 new
students! We are thankful for each family
that has joined us, and we seek to welcome
and enfold them in the LHCS community.

This is our first year offering five day
Kindergarten at LHCS, and we have 21
students enrolled! Our 2 day JK and 3 day
SK also have strong enrollment; parents
appreciate the option of choosing
between part-time and full-time
kindergarten for their child.
Thank-you for your continued support of
LHCS, your support through prayer, time
gives us the opportunity to work towards
our vision and share God’s amazing grace
with our students.
Vision: As a diverse community, Kitchener Waterloo Christian School Society
intentionally engages God’s world, locally and globally, through distinctive educational programming, strategic partnerships and sustainable growth.

www.lhcs.net

GRADE JK/SK

GRADE SK

GRADE 2
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In November, we were surprised when a
wheelchair appeared in one of our play centres. Our teacher told us that her friend
Chantal was letting us use it to learn about
wheelchairs and people who use them. We
also tried doing art different ways so we
could understand how it felt not being able
to see, not being able to use our hands and
having mittens on. Chantal came to visit us
and showed us her motorized wheelchair.
We had fun with her. Here are some
thoughts about the experience:
“Having the wheelchair in our class was
fun.”
“I learned how to turn a wheelchair.”
“I learned that I could go to someone in a
wheelchair and ask their name.”
“I learned that a wheelchair is made out of
metal and has screws.”
“I had fun wheeling it backwards.”
“Some wheelchairs have motors.”
“Chantal’s wheelchair needs new brakes.”
“I learned that we should ask before helping someone in a wheelchair.”
“It was hard drawing a picture with a mask
and with my mouth.”
“It can go in lots of directions.”
“I had fun pressing the horn on Chantal’s
wheelchair.”
“I was scared and nervous at first, now I am
not.”

My favourite thing to do at school is:
Adam Drakjer - play in the centres.
Ava D.— play on the computer.
Arthur D.— play on the computer.
Gillian D.— play at the centres.
Adam D.— play in the centres.
Hudson F.— recess.
Kai K.— centres.
Bethany L.— recess and math.
Dannia L.— recess.
Anica L.— play in the baby centre.
Matthew M.— play at the centres.
Miriam P.— play at the centres.
Jonathan R.— play at the toys.
Adeline S.— play at the centres.
David T.— write.
Anakke V.— I like to do the centres.
William V.— learn about God.
Lila V.— play at the computer centre.

Adam Drakjer - play in the centres.

Grade Two has been busy learning and
growing this fall. Highlights include going to
the Safety Village for Fire Safety and being
reminded to practice a family fire safety
plan.
We also participated in the Waterloo Waste
Management Environmental Education program. We were amazed at the many items
that can be made from our recycling, like
benches and mats.
Recently we visited Waterloo Region Museum for their Village Christmas 1914. We
learned about some Christmas traditions at
the McArthur, Sararas, Seibert and Martin
houses and visited the Dry Goods and Grocery Store as well as the Blacksmith Shop.
We also enjoyed some shortbread cookies
and made a decoration for the tree.
Grade two students recently studied some
art work by Paul Cezanne (1839-1906).
These still life paintings of a tray containing
a bowl of fruit are our attempt at painting
like Cezanne.

GRADE 4A

GRADE 5

GRADE 6

MRS. HORNE/MRS. KOOY

MS. HUININK

MRS. FEHDERAU/MS. TANGELDER

We have been very busy in Grade 4A this
term. From writing about what our home
means to us, to learning about the various
systems in our bodies and how they work,
it has been a very exciting start to the new
school year. We especially enjoyed putting
a twist on our self portraits in art by showing ourselves exhibiting some very strong
emotions!! This art work also fit in beautifully with our Health unit, which has been
helping us explore the various emotions
we experience and how God wants us to
understand our feelings and use them in
positive ways. We are looking forward to
creating some neat Christmas ornaments
in the next few weeks and also to writing
some Christmas cards of encouragement
to children in Africa who have recently undergone major medical procedures. We
are looking forward to Christmas and what
the New Year has in store for us!

When asked what their favourite things
about Grade 5 were, students responded:
"We get to participate on teams like Cross
Country and soccer!"
"Art! We love painting and all our art lessons."
"Reading chapter books every day; it's so
great that we are able to really, really good
books. We have lots of them at LHCS."
"Recess with the older classes is more fun.
You can run around without your coat on
and not get in trouble."
"We get intramurals like volley-bounce."
"Our music teacher is awesome; we love to
sing and play recorder and tone chimes!"
"Our little Reading Buddies look up to us
now. They are extremely cute."
"We like our teacher and our Smartboard a
lot."
"It's fun being in the 'Big Kids' half of the
students at LHCS."
"We help run the Green Team. So far we
are doing a pretty good job."
"We are conquering our times tables. We
will hopefully know them all before 2015!"

GRADE 7/8

GRADE 8

MR. ZONDAG

MR. KOOY

The grade 7/8 students of L.H.C.S have
been doing some extra community service
for M.P Harold Albrecht. They have seen
every candy cane know to man kind by helping wrap and prepare candy canes for Regional Christmas Parades. They have also
been preparing all the certificates for the
Readers Choice Awards. They got a few
paper cuts along the way but it was all
worth it in the end. Thank you grade 7&8
students for participating and for helping
our honourable M.P by making his Christmas a little bit easier.

In the first term, Grade 8 wrote some Family Metaphor Poems. Here are a few examples of their creative compositions.
My family is a play,
My dad is the director,
Tells everyone what to do.
My mom is the scene manager,
Making sure all the actors are in the right
place.
Alaina is the actress,
Loud and dramatic.
Mark is one of the extras,
Prepared for anything
I am the script,
Without me, we can do nothing.
Chloe is the props,
Beautiful in the scene, but sometimes gets
in our way
My family is a play,
Exiting and entertaining, even when we
don't make any sense.
By Jenna E.
My family is a car show.
My dad is the old, rusty but still raring Mustang, because he is aging but energetic.
My mother is a Lexus. Nothing that enormously special, but reliable and fun and
comfortable, and she can manage all of
us.
My sister is like a motorcycle, fast and fun,
but she can turn angry and dangerous in
seconds.
I picture myself as the PT cruiser, classy to
some, not so much to others.
My family is a car show, we’re all rolling
down the highway of life together.
By Eric J.

Pictured below, a number of ‘Mr. Zs ready
to step in to teach Grade 7 and 8!

My family is like a music sheet.
My mom is like the staff,
that keeps us all in place.
My dad is like the clefs,
who shows us the right paths.
My little sister is like the accidentals,
who seems to be always there to create
problems.
And I am like the music notes,
I’m the reason it all works.
My family is like a music sheet,
and together we are a masterpiece.
By Lyndsey H.

My family is like a farm
My Dad is like the tractor.
He is big, strong and can handle most situations.
My Mom is like the farmhouse.
She keeps us warm and protected.
My older sisters are like the grazing horses.
They are calm until they spook.
My older brother is like an atv.
He is fast, strong and doesn’t mind getting
his hands dirty.
My little siblings are like barn cats.
They require attention and make messes,
but are fun to have around.
I am like the farm dog.
I am always energetic, helping out and will
eat your food if it is left out.
My family is like a farm because without
each and every one of us, we won’t bring
in the crop.
By Daniel M.
My family is like a circus
My Mom is the ringmaster
always telling us what to do,
My Dad is like the tent
keeping us safe through the storms of life,
My sister Aria is like a tightrope walker
She is always walking in a fine line with
people,
my sister Avaleigh is like a monkey
climbing and swing on every thing in her
sight,
My brother Derick is like a clown
always messing up things and making
jokes about it
I am like a trapeze artist
always making risky moves,
My family is like a circus
funny in all our ways and we always know
how to attract a crowd.
By Harmony G.
Grade 8 also led our school in a moving
Remembrance Day Assembly.

S.W.A.P./SPIRIT DAYS

TERRY FOX RUN

BY MRS. LICHTY

BY MRS. FEHDERAU

Student’s Council Revised!
In an effort to encourage and enhance senior student leadership opportunities, we have
revised the model of Student’s Council at LHCS to be more aligned with our Graduate
Profile. A refreshed program deserves a refreshed name, so moving forward Student’s
Council will be referred to as SWAP – Student’s With A Purpose! Staff and students alike
are excited about the changes made. SWAP is divided into three categories:
Spirit - Takes care of organizing spirit days and delivering Monday morning announcements. So far we have had Dress Like a Teacher day and Clash Day, both of which were
well represented!
Community – Organizes awareness and outreach opportunities within our school and
greater community. Our Community group had a very inspirational time at We Day in
Kitchener last month.
SSG - which plans and organizes Senior Student Gatherings (presentations on issues of
interest and importance) for our grade 7 and 8 students.
We look forward to a great year with our new SWAP team!
This fall marked LHCS’s 11th time participating in the annual Terry Fox Run for cancer research. Students began the morning
with an assembly which featured a guest
speaker / ambassador from the Terry Fox
Foundation. Following the assembly, all of
the students from grades 1 – 8 ran .48 km
laps around our school property for approximately 45 minutes. The JK and SK students participated by enthusiastically running laps around the blacktop behind the
school. Thanks to our support of our community, the students were able to raise
$3,740!
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There are 39 staff members employed for the
2014-2015 academic year.
Our school building has 15 classrooms, 6 Smart
Boards, and 45 computers available for student
use.
LHCS has one classroom pet, Mandos the
Bearded Dragon, who has been living at the
school for 4 years.
There are 174 families that have children
attending LHCS.
We have 314 students enrolled this year.
There are 42 church congregations represented
by our school families.
Our school has been operating for 47 years.

FAMILY FUN NIGHT

On Friday, November 7th the LHCS Fundraising Committee hosted a Family Fun Carnival. It featured balloon artist Drew Ripley,
along with a 42 ft. inflatable obstacle
course, mini-putt, hockey shoot-out and driving range. Families were also able to take
advantage of face painting, a play area for
toddlers and a popcorn cart! It was a evening full of fun for all!

THE LAURENTIAN LIONS
CROSS COUNTRY
BY MRS. OOSTERHOFF

BOYS’ SOCCER

are looking forward to that. Our team has
12 players- eight grade 8’s and 4 grade 7’s
and we are coached by Mr. Kooy. We pracBY MR. TIMMERMAN
tice almost every day and we have had a lot
The boys played well at the soccer tourna- of fun improving our skills and learning to
ment against some tough competition. Our work together as a team.
first game was close, but we lost 1-0. Our
second game we tied 1-1 and our third
game we won 6-0. As a result, we place
third in our pool and played the third place
team from the other pool. We ran out of
energy on the hot Friday afternoon and lost
5-0, to place 6th overall.

GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL
BY SYDNEY VANDER HOEF
Once again our school was represented by
an enthusiastic team of over 50 students
from Gr.4—Gr.8. The teams were coached
by Ms. Mantel who faithfully ran with the
students and Mrs. Oosterhof who passionately cheered at the finish line. We are
also very thankful to the parents who ran
with us every week. This year we participated in three meets: Cambridge, Brandtford, and Dundas. We came home with
some medals and ribbons, which we are
proud of, but we are most proud of the
great sportsmanship we witnessed from
our runners at the meets. Thank-you everyone for a successful season!

GIRLS’ SOCCER
BY MRS. KOOY

The girls soccer team finished second overall at the Christian Schools Tournament. The girls dominated the final in possession but in the end could not find the
net. Special thanks to Mrs. Groot for coaching and to all the fans who came out to
cheer us on!

BOYS’ VOLLEYBALL
BY PATRICK KOOY
The boys volleyball team is having a great
season. We have entered into 2 tournaments so far and have won first place in
both of them. Our district tournament is
coming up on Dec. 5 in Burlington and we

This season was a memorable time for us
all. We started at Woodland Christian High
School, playing 3 teams including, Drayton
and Guelph, and Cambridge; we lost one
and tied two. After that we practiced hard
against the boys team with Mr. Kooy at
lunch. However, that was only the start of
a great journey. Our first official tournament was in Bowmanville, where we got to
know each other better having quite competitive dance-offs (with no winner) at a
church over-night. At Bowmanville we struggled greatly with our communication and
didn’t play as well as we hoped, but we
learned a lot and were more prepared for
our next challenge. We started the Dundas
tournament off against Guelph, but lost by
two points. In the consolation round, we
made a clean to finish the season. Three
tournaments, two coaches, many practices
and lots of opponents later, all thirteen
players on our team are more skilled and
energetic people, thanks to Mrs.
Stroobossher and Ms. Tangelder.

A STRONG FOUNDATION
FOR THE FUTURE
By Marlene Bergsma, Communications
Coordinator, Christian School Foundation
The July 2014 merger of the GRACE
(Grand River Advancement of Christian
Education) Foundation with two other
foundations — the Central Ontario Christian Education Foundation (COCEF) and
the Foundation for Niagara & Hamilton
area Christian Schools — creates a province-wide organization that is 23 members strong. Its aim is to strengthen ties
with the Laurentian Hills Christian School
community and provide even better support for our school in the future.
The vision for our Christian School Foundation is to make Christian education excellent and accessible for everyone who
wants it, said Henry Koornneef, executive
vice-president. Merging the three foundations has the potential to attract even
more and bigger gifts, including major
estate gifts.
To read more about the foundation or to
see a list of member schools visit
www.christianschoolfoundation.ca.

Calendar of Events
2015
Working smarter together: the benefits of a
January 19 - PD Day - No School
provincial foundation
January 26 - JK/SK Information Evening  Expertise in fundraising, governance, 7:00 p.m.
February 13 - PD Day - No School
administration and reporting
February 16 - Family Day - No School
February 20 - Scrapbooking Weekend
 Sophisticated services, making it
February 21 - Scrapbooking Weekend
easy for anyone to donate
March 16 to 20 - March Break
 Connections with hundreds of allied April 3 - Good Friday - No School
April 6 - Easter Monday - No School
professionals: lawyers, accountants, fiApril 18 - GST Fundraising Auction
nancial planners
April 26 - Spring Music Concert - Evening
May 7 - Spring Musical - 7:00 p.m.
 Professional staff and professional
May 8 - Grandparents Day
offices
June 18 - Grade 8 Graduation Ceremony 8:00 p.m.
 Lower overall costs
 A strong board of directors accountable to member schools, with ambassadors in school communities
 Each member school will continue to
have a general endowment in its name,
along with one or more named or memorial funds (typically a donor driven initiative).

GRADUATING CLASS 2014

Our students singing at the
Christkindl Market.

11 Laurentian Dr.
Kitchener, ON N2E 1C1
Phone:519-576-6700
Fax:519-576-2583
inquiries@lhcs.ws
www.lhcs.net
Please “Like” Laurentian Hills Christian
School on Facebook. Our Facebook page is
regularly updated with pictures and information about school events.
THE LINK is published semi-annually by the Community Relations Committee
Editing: Diana Zondag

