WE ARE GOD’S WORKMANSHIP:
UNDER CONSTRUCTION
By Ian Timmerman

FALL/WINTER
2009

T HAS BEEN EXCITING TO
watch our new addition go up over
the last couple of months,
especially as the building really
takes shape and the exterior is almost
complete.
Our school theme for this year is built
on a construction metaphor: “We are
God’s Workmanship – Under
Construction.” Our theme rests on
these verses from Ephesians:
For we are God's workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do.
Ephesians 2:10
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All of us, regardless of our age,
whether we are in Junior
Kindergarten, grade eight or are 88 are
God’s workmanship and He has a plan
for us. Part of our role here at LHCS is
to help students see that they are
God’s workmanship; they are made in
His image, and have been blessed with
talents and skills that they can develop
in service to Him.
The second part of this verse reminds
our students that God has a plan for
them. He has blessed each one of our
students with the talents and abilities
they need as they do the work that He
has prepared for them. Stated in
another way, we are “teaching our
children to recognize their place in
God’s world.”

community. We are a community of
learners here at LHCS, but we are
also a community of parents and
supporters who share the vision of
LHCS.
As we go through this year together
and build on our foundation of faith
in Jesus Christ, we can learn more
about the plans God has for each of
us. Our theme song, "Jesus, You're
My Firm Foundation" puts it well:
Jesus, you're my firm
foundation,
I know I can stand secure;
Jesus, you're my firm
foundation,
I put my hope in your Holy
Word,
I put my hope in your Holy
Word.
I have a living hope, (echo)
I have a future; (echo)
God has a plan for me. (echo)
Of this I'm sure. (echo)
Because no matter what our age or
what stage of life we are in, we can
all say that God is not finished with
us yet!

Ephesians 2:21-22 elaborates on the
construction theme:
In him the whole building is
joined together and rises to
become a holy temple in the Lord.
And in him you too are being built
together to become a dwelling in
which God lives by his Spirit.
These verses focus on the fact that we
are not just individuals called to serve
God, but that we serve Him through

Construction of the LHCS expansion is a
metaphor for the work God does in our lives.
This photo, taken in July, shows workers adding
block walls to the school’s new foundation. The
project reminds us that we are all under
construction.

“… Created in Christ Jesus to do good works.” Ephesians 2:10

GRADE SKA & SKB

GRADE 2

WHAT I LIKE ABOUT KINDERGARten, by SKA:
I liked the trip to the Apple Orchard.
-Elizabeth
I liked the trip to the Joseph Schneider Haus. -Jenny
I like painting. -William
I like the centres. -Jocelyn
I like the dinosaur centre. -Sam
I like going to the gym. -Mark
I like the house centre. -Rachel
I like the building and computer
centre. -Oren
I like recess. -Gracie
I like the reading loft. -Elysha
I like the vet centre and running in
the gym. -Gwen
I like choir. -Serena
I like snack time. -Gabriel
TIME HAS FLOWN BY THIS FALL!
I like playing games. -Gracen
September was busy as our Senior
I liked Mother Goose Day. -Meghan
Kindergarten B children became
I like lunch time. -Ethan
adjusted to going to school (several
for the first time) and learned new
routines. Now the routines are in
place and everyone seems to have
adjusted quite well. We have gone
on two class trips, one to the apple
orchard and one to Joseph Schneider Haus. Class trips are always so
much fun and for some children it is
their first trip on a school bus! We
have learned many new songs,
games and letters. We have read
many books and watched with excitement as the new addition keeps
changing. Centre time is fun for the
children as they discover water,
sand, paint, books, writing, the loft,
computer and building blocks all
while making new friendships. We
are currently working on a unit entitled “All About Me.” The students
enjoy learning about their families
and friends, how much they have
grown from babies to five year olds,
and where they live. We are excited
for December when we can sing
Christmas songs and learn about the
stories surrounding the birth of our
Saviour.

IN THE MONTH OF OCTOBER,
grade 2 students found it really interesting to learn that some authors
both write and illustrate their stories. After reading the book called
The Magic Bed, by John Burningham, grade two decided to make a
class book—authored and illustrated
by themselves! Read what some students in grade two would do if they
had their very own magic bed:
If I had a magic bed, I would fly to
where the dinosaurs are so I could
ride on a dinosaur’s back. -Jared
If I had a magic bed, I would fly to
Name Land because there would be
lots of different names there! -Eden
If I had a magic bed, I would fly to
heaven so that I could know what
heaven looks like. -Owen
If I had a magic bed, I would fly to
Fairyland because I would get to
meet fairies! -Claire
If I had a magic bed, I would fly to
Gnome Land because everyone
would be wearing hats! -Avery
If I had a magic bed, I would fly to
McDonald’s because it is my favourite place for supper! -Brianne
If I had a magic bed, I would fly to
Volcano Land because I could see
the volcano erupt! -Juan-Daniel
If I had a magic bed, I would fly to
Bed-friend World, because I could
see all my stuffies a lot! -Melissa
The following artwork depicts what
grade two students might find when
they travel on their magic beds:
- Jonathan

- Alexa

GRADE 2

GRADE 3

-Anneke

-Kyle

WE HAVE HAD A VERY BUSY FALL
in Grade 3. We have been writing
our own fairy tales and narratives,
learning our multiplication tables
and finding out how to keep our
bodies healthy. One of the highlights of the fall was definitely the
trip to the Children’s Safety Village.
These pictures show how much fun
the children had learning about
bicycle safety.

ENJOY THESE EXCERPTS FROM
Grade 3’s Psalm of Thanksgiving:

Thank you
for toys and music
-Emma
THE STUDENTS IN MRS. JONKER’S
for my house and my school -Caleb
class created these colourful picThank you God for teachers and
tures after reading Barnyard Dance
parents -Daniel L.
by Sandra Boynton.
for my friends and my mom
-Malique
Thank you for cousins and family
-Joshua
-Anna
for my mom and dad and opa and
oma -Adam
Thank you God for my dog Benji and
my parents -Michael
for all my friends and me -Lyndsey
Thank you for my neighbourhood
and the earth -Will
for the Bible and birthdays
-Jasmine
-Caden
Thank you God for my house and for
a pet gecko -Sydney
for my dogs Moe and Mac and my
fish -Marshall
Thank you for the Ten Commandments and the Bible -Harmony
for making us and the world
-Nicolas
Thank you God for Tiger my dog and
-Janine
Hannah my sister -Eric
for everything I have like my family
and pool -Stephen
Thank you for schools and the world
-Matthew
for God, my house and yard -Reuben
Thank you God for my brothers and
Nana and Opa -Olivia
for my house and my family and
-Jacob
friends -Daniel M
Thank you for my wonderful students and all they teach me!
-Ms. Van Dyk

GRADE 6
War
Loud, dark
Booming, fighting, ending, rejoicing
Peaceful, happy
Freedom
by: Isaac K.

Happy
Excited, Joyful
Smiling, Beaming, Raging, Fuming
Enraged, Irritated,
Angry
by: Nicole N

wealth than them.
2. You have to love and depend on
others or else you are unwhole and
incomplete.
3. You must accept and let each person explore their strengths and
weaknesses.
4. You must follow and encourage
good, and stop evil doings.
5. Always be happy to serve the Lord
and never stop trusting Him.
6. Be happy when others are happy
and feel bad and mourn with those
who are mourning.
7. Live peacefully with your
neighbours and treat them all
equally.
8. If someone persecutes you, feel
sorry and bless them for they are the
ones who have problems. - Kurtis

GRADE 6
WHEN I WENT TO OTTAWA, MY
family stayed for three nights. We
camped for two nights and we
stayed in a hotel one night because
my dad had a business meeting the
next day. The one night we stayed in
the hotel, there was a fire!
We heard the alarm and a loudspeaker that said to
evacuate
immediately so we went into our
hallway, which was filled with
smoke. My family and I ran towards
the nearest staircase, which was
filled with more smoke. Suddenly,
someone started yelling, “We’re
trapped-- there isn’t another exit!”
I had a tight knot of fear in my stomach and my legs felt weak and
shaky. I prayed a quick prayer that
God would protect us, but I was
sure we were going to die.
I was terrified. We just ran. We
found another staircase and forced
ourselves into the herd of people
running down, down, down until we
burst out the fire escape door and
into the cool, fresh air of the night.
Fire trucks and ambulances
surrounded the hotel and a few people were taken to the hospital. We
all had black dusty stuff underneath
our noses and we had to get looked
over by a doctor. Finally the
firefighters said it was safe to go
back in.
We watched the news later on and
they said the fire was arson. That
was a bit scary, but I figured it was
pretty ironic that the one night we
stayed in that one hotel there was a
fire that was arson!
I guess it was a once in a lifetime
opportunity though it was the scariest thing that ever happened to me.
God protected us even though I
doubted him a little.
-from “My Hot Vacation” by Emma S

- Rachel

- Emma S.
- Jake

GRADE 8
SOME RULES FOR LEADING: ROmans 12 paraphrased:
1. Do not think you are better than
others because you have more

- Josh

N SEPTEMBER 25 AND 26,
ANY OF THE STUDENTS IN
parent volunteers helped make
grades 5-8 are currently
1008 apple pies. They raised
working on this year's
over $4600.00 for LHCS and had Christmas musical, “Glad Tidings
a great time building relationships We Bring.” Ms. Huinink wrote and
at the same time.
is directing the play; the music was
picked by our new music teacher,
Mrs. Vandonkelaar.
The play is
about how angels protect us and
watch over us, and not only focuses
on the Christmas story. It starts
with the promise of the Saviour for
Adam and Eve, and the angels recall
times when they looked after God's
people. The angels will also tell the
Christmas story from their own perspectives. It will feature performances of favourite Christmas songs
by the Junior and Senior Choirs.
Grades 5-8 are looking forward to
showing you "Glad Tidings We
Bring," at Community Christian Reformed Church. There is a matinee
scheduled for December 16th at
1:00pm, and an evening performance on December 17th at 7:00 pm.
We hope to see you there!
-Grade 8 female actors/singers
VOLLEYBALL—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Junior and Senior Kindergarten
Information Meeting for New Families
An information meeting for new JK and SK
families will be held on
Monday, January 25, 2010.
Join us at LHCS at 7:30 p.m. to learn about
programs for the 2010-2011
school year.

Last year our team did well, losing
by only two points in the first tournament, and winning the second
tournament.
This year we won the tournament in
Bowmanville for the second time in
our school’s history! We beat Beacon Christian School from St. Catherines by scores of 25-21 and 25-18.
-members of Grade 8 boys’
volleyball team

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January to June 2010
Monday, January 4
Classes Resume
Saturday, January 9
Scrapbooking Fundraiser
Thursday, January 21
Hockey Tournament
Monday, January 25
JK and SK Information Night, 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, January 26
Assembly-9 a.m.
Tuesday, February 2
Intermediate Program Day– No School
for grades 7&8
Friday, February 5
Grand Opening!
Friday, February 12
PD Day, No School
Monday, February 15
Family Day, No School
Tuesday, February 23
Basketball Tournament
Friday, February 26
Assembly, 9 a.m.
Wednesday, March 10
Report Cards go Home
March 15 to 19
March Break
Thursday, April 1
Easter Assembly, 9 a.m.
Friday, April 2
Good Friday, No School
Monday, April 4
Easter Monday, No School
Wednesday, April 7
Primary Curriculum Conference, No School
for Grades 1, 1/2, 2, and 3
Saturday, April 24
GST Fundraising Auction
Wednesday, April 28
Assembly, 9 a.m.
Friday, May 7
Grandparent’s Day
Monday, May 24
Victoria Day, No School
Thursday, May 27
Assembly, 9 a.m.
Thursday, June 3
District Track and Field Day
Tuesday, June 8
Baseball Tournament
Friday, June 25
Last Day of School
Friday, June 25
Grade 8 Graduation, 8 p.m. at Community
Christian Reformed Church

Congratulations to our graduates of 2009!

FOLLOW THE PROGRESS OF THE LHCS ADDITION

From building a strong foundation,

To erecting firm walls,

Block by block, the addition grew.

Insulation and siding made the building more complete.

CONSTRUCTION ZONE

THE FOUNDATION OF OUR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

By Grade 8A girls

By Darlene Thomson, Public Relations Committee

ast spring we had an assembly
and ground breaking ceremony to
celebrate the expansion of LHCS.
Shortly after that, our six portables were moved, the playground
was removed and a large amount of
space was blocked off. Preparations
were made and Schiedel Construction
moved in. Machines were brought to
the school and they started digging;
last summer the concrete walls went
up.

Although we are but many
working hands...we are but
one shovel
Although we are but many
voices...we are but one hymn
Although we are but many
prayers...we are all to one God
Although we are but many people...we are but one school
community.

should be careful how he builds.
For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already
laid,
which is Jesus
Christ.” (NIV)
Christ is not only our chief cornerstone, but also the expert builder.
Often we look at the architectural or
interior attributes of a building to determine its worth and value. In doing
so we forget how important the foundation is. It is usually gray and ugly,
and eventually covered by dirt and
concrete. The foundation, however,
is the most integral part of the building. Remember the parable of the
wise and foolish builders? The Bible
references foundations in a variety of
ways. Figuratively they are referred to
as: the true life, as a treasure; they
are applied to mountains, kingdoms,
heaven and earth; they are laid for
cities, walls and temples; they are
described as being stone, deep,
strong, and joined together; they are
utilized for safety; and finally, they
are illustrative of Christ, decrees,
righteousness, and hope.

t LHCS we have put our foundaSince school started this year, rooftion on God and His Word.
ing, bricks, concrete flooring and inThrough His grace our
sulation have been added. Now, the
“Building Together” project is
walls are being added and windows
nearing completion.
and stairs are being made.
Our role as a Public Relations comThe whole school is so excited; many
mittee is to ensure that information
new things will be happening, like a
is sent and received, and that special
band room and a new playground.
events and activities are planned for
Sometime in January, the construcour school community. We felt that it
tion will end, and we will move into
was important to make this project
our new classrooms. We are thankabout the students. Many of our acful to God that
our school is extivities have focused on student and
periencing this great expansion!
classroom competitions. In this way,
we were better able to focus on the
importance of investment not only in
bricks and sticks, but in the future of
As we draw to the end of the building
our children.
portion of our expansion, may we
With the groundbreaking ceremony a continue to examine the foundation
few months past, to the planning of we have built our school on, built our
the grand opening of the addition, lives on and built our faith on. May
our committee has been working with we continually challenge ourselves
the students, teachers, builder, web- with these questions:
master and the community to ensure Who are we building on?
that the excitement of our project is For what purpose do we build?
communicated.
To whose glory are we building?
A peek inside...
As a PR team we have used a portion
Please Plan to Attend the
of the book of Corinthians as our
theme. In I Corinthians 3:10-14, Paul
Grand Opening of the
writes a letter to the church in CorLHCS Expansion
inth, discussing not only the importance of a firm foundation but also
Friday, February 5, 2010
advocating caution in laying a foundation. He writes,
Join us for special events to

Almost finished!

“By the grace God has given me,
I laid a foundation as an expert
builder, and someone else is
building on it. But each one

celebrate the completion of
our addition.
Watch for more details to come!

SPORTS REPORTS: SOCCER, CROSS COUNTRY, VOLLEYBALL
BOYS’ SOCCER ‘09

CROSS COUNTRY ‘09

.

semifinals.
Thanks to our coaches, for their time and
support! We love you guys!
-members of Grade 8 girls’ volleyball team

BOYS’ VOLLEYBALL ‘09

On Friday, October 2nd, the boys’ soccer
team participated in the Guelph District
Soccer Tournament, representing
Laurentian Hills Christian School. We
came in 3rd place overall. In our first
game, we lost 4 to 3. In the 2nd game,
we tied 0-0, in the third game we did
very well, winning 4-0. Just after lunch,
the City of Kitchener cancelled our tournament due to the heavy rains and potential damage to their fields. Despite
the heavy rain, the cold and the tournament being cancelled, we had a good
day. Thank you to our coaches, Mrs.
Kooy and Caitlyn Passchier. -Derrick

GIRLS’ SOCCER 09

LAURENTIAN GIRLS’ SOCCER WAS
awesome! We had a great time at the
tournament! At the beginning of the
tournament it was dry but cold. Unfortunately, as the day went on it started
to drizzle, rain and then pour. In all, we
played three games. Sadly, we lost our
first game 3-0. Our second game we
won. The score was 3-0 for us! Our
third and last game was a repeat of our
second game and we left the tournament with two wins and a loss. Although, by that time, we were all rained
out and ready to go home. We were
somewhat happy when they cancelled
the playoff games. Despite the rain we
had a successful day and the girls from
grades six and seven are looking forward to next year. A special thanks to
Coach Alisa Groot and Ms. Mantel for
making us the best team we could be.
-Emma R.

THE CROSS COUNTRY TEAM HAD A
successful year. We competed in three
meets: Cambridge, Brantford and
Dundas. It was great to see so many
students come out to practices and
train. When we first started, we couldn’t
run very far, but the more we trained,
the farther and faster we could run. A
highlight was when the Senior Girls
won second place overall in Cambridge.
We want to encourage more senior
runners for next year because some of
our seniors will be graduating. It’s not
as hard as you might think. It’s fun to
go to the meets (and eat junk food) and
to run outside in the “sometimes” nice
weather.
Cambridge and Brantford are open to
all runners and Dundas is for the top
six runners in each category. We really
enjoyed being part of the team and we
learned that winning isn’t everything.
-Ruth and Emily

GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL ‘09
THIS VOLLEYBALL SEASON OUR
team consists of 12 girls from grades 7
and 8. Our favourite drill is "Harass the
Passer." The purpose of this drill is to
keep us focussed on the game and not
get distracted.
Our team has developed a close relationship, although in the beginning, we
weren't very close. Our coaches this
year are Mrs. Griffioen, Mrs. Stroobosscher and Kristin Stroobosscher. They
have been very encouraging and we
learned to be the same, for our teammates.
At the Bowmanville tournament, the
team’s playing improved as the weekend
progressed. Our team placed third in
our AAA pool, and had a strong finish to
the day, making it all the way to the

LHCS
HAS
MANY
DI FFERENT
opportunities for students to get involved
in activities and sports. Some examples
of what we have been involved in are the
hockey team, cooperative games, milk
delivery and… volleyball!
After two tryouts the LHCS boys' volleyball team was picked. Head Coach Mr.
Kooy took 13 players from the available
24. The team is looking good with two
strong lines.
The help of Assistant
Coach, Mr. Hummel, is making the team
even better .
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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