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VISION (n): A picture of where one 
wants to be. 

 

 HIS IS NOT A VERY SOPHISTI-   
cated definition, but it works. 

Our school’s vision points us in the 
direction we want to go.  But vi-

sion can’t be static; we can’t get stuck 
continually recasting and rearticu-
lating the current vision without the 
intent of moving towards it.  If we 
don’t catch the connection between 
vision and execu-
tion, we are likely to 
flounder as an in-
stitution.  A vision 
without the will, 
ability or discipline 
to execute it in its 
entirety is meaning-
less. 
 

 Schools are collec-
tions of people; they 
are communities. 
Though not cast in 
stone, communities 
have enduring 
qualities and share 
common values, 
memories, kinship, and ideas.  Com-
munities are defined by values, senti-
ments and beliefs that enable mem-
bers to move from “I” to “we”.  Com-
munities interconnect individuals 
with similar world-and-life-views. 
Community members connect with 
each other as a result of a shared web 
of relationships and responsibilities.  
In our school community, we believe 
that in order to teach a child well, we 
need to know that child well.  We in-
vest time, emotion, passion and feel-
ing into building relationships that 
will assist us in executing the rela-
tional (community-building) aspect of 
our vision. 
 

 Our vision strives to move us toward 
community; but the simple truth is, 
in its current state, our building does 
not allow us to fulfill our vision.  The 
concrete side of vision (pun intended), 

is that schools are spaces bounded by 
brick and mortar.  To illustrate the 
vital connection between facility and 
vision, let’s look at our Kindergarten 
classrooms.  Even though Kindergar-
ten students are just beginning their 
school career (and we are just begin-
ning to get to know them), we know 
what it takes to teach them well. We 
designed our Kindergarten rooms for 
real work.  We created rooms that will 
appeal to children, grab their interest 

and engage their 
minds and hearts.  
But does our cur-
rent building do the 
same for the other 
curricular and grade 
areas?  We can cer-
tainly make do with 
the building the way 
it is.  We are manag-
ing our programs.  
Our performance 
indicators suggest 
that we are deliver-
ing the curriculum 
we say we are. We 
still attract new 

families.  Parents in general are posi-
tive about the school. 
 

 But this question remains unan-
swered: are we fulfilling our vision in 
its entirety?  I’m not talking about 
building for the sake of building.  
This isn’t about being hasty in our 
growth plans or about determining 
whether or not we have sustainable 
growth.  This is about “advancing dy-
namic, excellent, Christ-centred edu-
cation through unconstrained facili-
ties, exceptional programs, and ex-
tensive resources that cultivate re-
sponsive disciples of Christ”. If we’re 
not willing to improve our facilities to 
fulfill our vision, then we must 
change our vision.  But if we’re truly 
committed to executing our vision, 
then we need to have the will, ability 
and discipline to provide the facilities 
for it.   

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

“EXECUTING OUR VISION: AN URGENT NECESSITY”  
 

By Hugo Marcus, Principal 

November 1968 - holding the building 
plans in the cornfield that is now 11 
Laurentian Drive. From L to R: Jans 
Middeljans, Dick Van Veldhuisen, 
Richard Van Veldhuisen, John Lam-
mers, Henry Bouwers, Peter Damsma, 
Clarence Damsma, Ralph VanDyke 



MRS. BOOTSMA’S KINDERGARTEN 
class (SKA) talked about what they 
would like to learn or do in 2007. 
 

I want to learn… 
 ...how to write. ~Malique    
 ...not to fight. ~Emma 
 ...my letters. ~Reuben 
 ...about superheroes.  ~Matthias  
 ...about heroes. ~Michael 
 ...how to roller-skate. ~Sarah 
 ...how to ride a horse. ~Kayla      
 ...how to roller-skate. ~Joshua 
 ...more about science. ~Nathaniel 
 ...how to be a CIA agent. ~Stephen 
 ...how to skate. ~Brianne 
 ...how to skate. ~Daniel 

    ...how to turn corners on my bike. 
 ~Jessica 
    ...how to ride a two-wheeler. 
 ~Abby  

I want to... 
 ...be nice to my big brother. 

 ~Tyreece 
 …go to Mexico. ~Nicole 
 
 

 

MRS. GROOTENBOER’S CLASS 
(SKB) discussed what they would 
like to be when they grow up: 
 

 a Nascar driver ~Riley 
 a builder ~Johan  
 a police man ~Noah  
 a ballerina ~Harmony  
 a teacher ~Adam  
 an FBI agent ~Will  
 a scorpion ~Jeremiah  
 a hockey player ~Jake  
 a paleontologist ~Eric  
 a teacher and a Mom ~Olivia  
 a hockey player ~Daniel  
 a police man ~Matthew  
 a soccer player ~Sydney  
 a football player ~Nathan  
 a snowmobile driver  that rescues 

people ~Samuel  
 

 
 
 

IN MS. VAN DYK’S GRADE 3 CLASS, 
Julianna brought in a news report 
about a gentleman, Mr. Brazier, who 
learned to read at the age of 93. The 
class wrote Mr. Brazier letters telling 
him how proud they were of him. 
Mr. Brazier wrote a letter back to the 
class! Here is one student’s letter. 
 

Dear Mr. Brazier, 
I go to Laurentian Hills Christian 
School. It’s amazing that you learned 
to read at the age of 93! The reason 
why I’m writing you is because my 
classmate brought in a news report 
about you. How is it working on the 
farm? It’s really too bad that your 
wife died, at least you still have your 
daughters. What is your favourite 
book? Mr. Brazier, don’t listen to 
anything people say about you.  
You’re special the way God made 
you. I’m glad that my classmate told 
us about you!   
From, Leah 
 

MRS. KOOY AND MRS. HORNE’S 
Grade Threes went to Woodside Na-
tional His-
toric Site and 
pretended to 
be in school 
during the 
1890’s.   
 

The students 
also produced some wonderful po-
ems for the Fine Arts Festival.  Be-
low are two examples of their poems: 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

BOTH GRADE 6 CLASSES WROTE  
their own Psalm, or paraphrased one 
of their favourites. 
 

Psalm of 6A 
We will sing to the Lord, our King. 
Rule in our lives and lead us. 
Command us through your word. 
Through your Son, conquer sin in 
 our lives and forgive us. 
 

Psalm of 6B 
We will sing to the Lord—the sun. 
Brighten our lives with your love. 
Radiate through us the good news of 
 your Son. 
Burn away the sin in our lives 
 through the power of your  
 forgiveness, and  
Shine your light in our world. 
 

Psalm 24 ~Ben 
The universe belongs to our Holy 
 Father, 
All the people, plants and animals 
 are His, 
 the planets and all who inhabit 
 them; 
He has created this world upon the 
 vast oceans. 
Who may climb the mountain of the 
 Trinity? 
Who may stand in his place of glory? 
People who have clean hands and 
 thankful hearts, 
 any man or woman who wor-
 ships only the one true God. 
He will be blessed by our Lord 
 and vindicated by our Saviour. 
These are the people who look for 
 You, 
 those who wish to find you,  
 O Holy Father. 
Lift up the heads of the gates, 
 lift up the ancient doors, 
 so that our King of glory and 
 honour may enter. 
Who is this Wonderful Ruler? 
The Lord with great strength, 
 he is powerful in battle. 
Lift up the heads of the gates, 
 lift up the ancient doors. 
 

STAR CLASSES 
 

K, Grade 3 and Grade 6 
 

Hygiene 
Bathing, Soapy 

Brushing teeth, spitting out 
A battle with dirt and water 

Hygiene 
~Nat 

Candy 
Sweet as sugar 

Eating, sucking, crunching 
Candy’s a delicious treat 

Yummy 
~Nicole 

FOR PICTURES OF SKB’S FUN  
IN THE SNOW, SEE PAGE 4 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
March 2007 - June 2007 

 

March 27 

 Assembly – Grade 3/4 and 4 
 

March 28 

 Bake Sale – Grade 7A and 7B – Breast 
Cancer Research 

 

April 5 
 Easter Assembly - Grades 6 and JK 
 

April 6 & April 9 
 Good Friday & Easter Monday - No 

school 
 

April 19 
 Battle of the Books Competition -  
 Community Chr. Ref. Church, Kitchener 
 

April 21 
 GST Auction 5:30 (see ad this page) 
 

April 23 
 OACS Program day - No school gr. 1-3 
 

April 25  
 Bake Sale - Grade 2 
 

April 27 
 Assembly  
 

May 8 
 Guelph District Baseball Tournament in 

Kitchener 
 

May 10 
 OACS Program Day - No school for JK 
 

May 11 
 Grandparents and Grand friends Day 
 

May 21 
 Victoria Day - No school 
 

May 23 
 Track and Field Activity Day  
 (Rain date: May 24) 
 

May 26 
 40th Anniversary Celebration 
 

May 29 
 Bake Sale - Grade 4 
 

May 31 
 Assembly 
 

June 5 
 District Field Day in Burlington 
 

June 8 
 Spring Membership Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 

June 22 
 Assembly - Last Day of School 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION PAGE 

LHCS’ Christmas  
production, Papa Panov   

GST AUCTION 
(Goods, Services 

and Talents) 
 

Saturday, April 21 
at LHCS 

 

5:30 - Silent Auction and Preview   
  of Live Auction items 
7:30 - Live Auction begins 
 

Complimentary desserts and re-
freshments are provided. 
 

Call Mary-Joyce at 519-744-2736  
for more information. 
 

Congratulations to 
Ms. Kooistra, who 
took the oath of Cana-
dian citizenship on 
January 23. The 
LHCS community did 
an amazing job of 
hosting the ceremony. 
It was a very special 
afternoon! 

Save the Date! 
 

Grandparents and Grand friends 
Day is on May 11.   

 

Look for your invitation soon! 

 

 
 

 

  

 Celebrating God’s Blessings 
for the 40th Anniversary 

of Laurentian Hills Christian School 
on Saturday, May 26, 2007 with a 
Celebration Banquet and Program 

at the school. 
 

Refreshments at 6:00 pm 
Dinner at 7:00 pm 

$15.00/Person  

 Seating is limited. Call Mrs. Mary-Joyce Grift at the school office at 519-576-6700  
or Mrs. Dorothy Olthoff at 519-742-5352 by May 1st to reserve your seat.  

Payment should be made by cash or cheque, payable to LHCS. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS, MR. MARCUS! 
 

 HE LAURENTIAN HILLS CHRISTIAN SCHOOL COMMUNITY EXTENDS 
hearty congratulations to our COO, Mr. Hugo Marcus, who accepted a 

position with the Ontario Alliance of Christian Schools. He will begin 
work as the Director of Curriculum Services and Publications in August 

2007.  
 

We wish Hugo the Lord’s blessings as he embarks on this new professional 
challenge in promoting quality Christian education. We are thankful to God 
for Hugo’s leadership and enthusiasm over the past 7 years; he has truly 
been a gift to us. We thank Hugo for his flexibility and willingness to ad-
vance his role of COO, serve as mentor to those in leadership, and encour-
age our teachers, staff and students to be their best.   
 

May God bless Hugo and Sally as they begin a new chapter in their life to-
gether. 



BOYS VOLLEYBALL 
 

HE BOYS VOLLEYBALL TEAM 
had a slow start, but overall our 

team had a great year.  In the 
Bowmanville tournament we 

made it all the way to the playoffs, 
where we lost to a very good team 
from St. Catharines.  We also had a 
great time at East Side Mario’s, where 
we met up with the girl’s team. 
 

 We did even better in our next tour-
nament.  We placed second overall, 
making it a long day for our team.  
Everybody played well and was tired 
by the end of the day. 
 

We played well at both tournaments 
and at practices.  We can’t wait to see 
what our team will be like next year, 
since both coaches agree that we im-
proved a lot from the beginning of the 
year.  
 

Special thanks to Mr. Kooy’s Aunt 
and Uncle in Bowmanville, who let us 
sleep at their place and made break-
fast for us in the morning, and to our 
coaches, Mr. Kooy and Mr. Vander 
Hoef. ~Braden 

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL 
 

T THE TOURNAMENT IN  
Bowmanville, we experienced 
what it was like to compete. We 
tried as hard as we could and 

did our best, but the first day we lost 
all our games. The next day we woke 
up nice and early and got ready to do 
better than ever.  
 

Well, the second day was far better 
than the first. We started to get all of  

our serves and we started to win. It 
was a great feeling. By the end of the  
round robin, we had 2 wins and 6 
losses. We came in 4th place in our 
pool, but we lost to Trenton in the 
quarter finals. 
 

In Cambridge we were ready to play 
some volleyball. We won almost all 
our games and came in 2nd in our 
pool, but lost to Drayton in the semi-
finals. We have some unforgettable 
memories of this event. Thanks to all 
the parents and teachers who came 
out to cheer us on. Thanks to our 
coaches Mrs. Stroobosscher and Mrs. 
Griffioen. ~Laura and Yoonha  

HOCKEY 
 

E HAD A GREAT TIME AT  
our hockey tournament in 
Guelph this year. Although we 
didn’t take home the gold, we 

finished in fourth place with a record 
of 2 wins and 2 losses. We played 
teams from Cambridge, Dundas and 
Drayton.  
 

After our practice the previous 
Wednesday, Mr. Kooy told us to be at 
the rink at 7:45 a.m. That meant 
waking up quite early on a cold Janu-
ary morning. Nonetheless, everybody 
made the trip out to the Guelph Rec-
reational Complex.  
 

Even though we didn’t manage to win 
the event this year, it was a great ex-
perience for all who were involved. On 
behalf of the team, I would like to 
thank Mr. Connor, Mr. Kooy and Seth 
Scheidel for pushing us to our limits 
so that we could play our best. I 
would also like to thank the parents 
of the players, who made time to take 

their kids to the 7:00 a.m. practices 
and to the tournament. Thank you to 
the fans who took a day off to come 
out to the rink and cheer on our 
team. Let’s hope that we can have the 
same experience next year. ~Armen 

ONE LAST LOOK AT WINTER... 

 

SPORTS REPORTS: VOLLEYBALL & HOCKEY  
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